CAPTAIN   BASIL   HALL

pressing a wish to try, in the first place, the effe& of
cold iron upon his tough hide, a very sharp-pointed
spear was given me, and I tried with my utmost force
to pass it through his hide, but in vain. He rose,
however, on being pricked by the steel, and by making
a violent effort to clutch my hand, thrust his head fairly
through one of the meshes of the net, to my no small
dismay. Either the ropes were not very strong, or
the seizings weak, for they began to break, and in the
next minute, as it appeared to me, the infuriated monster
might have forced his whole body through. In this
emergency I quite forgot all about humanity and old
women, and catching up the musket, placed the muzzle
by the piece at the tiger's head, and blew his brains out
in a moment.

A more manly, though not a pleasing kind of sport
succeeded, in which the Jetties, or native Athletae,
exhibited before us. Mysore is the only part of India,
as far as I know, in which these Oriental prize-fighters
are still kept up. The Jetties, whose institution is
said to be of very ancient origin, constitute in Mysore a
distinct caste of persons, trained from their infancy
daily in the most laborious exercises, or what we should
call gymnastics, but far more varied and extraordinary
than any I ever saw in Europe. Whether they spring
from a peculiarly handsome stock, or whether it be that
the nature of their unremitted exercises develops the
beautiful points of the human form, I know not ; but
certainly nothing except the statues of antiquity go
beyond them in symmetry. The beau ide"al, if I
understand the term correctly, consists in the appropria-
tion and just disposition of the most characteristic
forms of each department, selected, not from one or two
individual specimens, but from the whole class.
Judged by such a severe test, every one of these Jetties
would, of course, be found wanting in many respects.
But I cannot doubt, on the other hand, that a sculptor

212